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Karl Llewellyn

1. “What, then, is this law business about? It is about the fact that

our society is honeycombed with disputes. Disputes actual and
potential; disputes to be settled and disputes to be prevented; both
appealing to law, both making up the business of the law. But
obviously those which most violently call for attention are the actual
disputes, and to these our first attention must be directed. Actual
disputes call for somebody to do something about them. First, so that
there may be peace, for the disputants; for other persons whose ears
and toes disputants are disturbing. And secondly, so that the dispute
may really be put at rest, which means, so that a solution may be
achieved which, at least in the main, is bearable to the parties and not
disgusting to the lookers-on. This doing of something about disputes,
this doing of it reasonably, is the business of the law. And the people
who have the doing in charge, whether they be judges or sheriffs or .
clerks or jailers or lawyers, are officials of the law. What these

officials do about disputes is, to my mind, the law itself*”

# “For necessary expansion and correction, see e.g. pp. 14,40-1; 61-
3; 78-82; 85ff — and especially ix-xi.”
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_the common view that the law is @ set of rules of
rather sadly misleading. Therc is m_cl::cd much,
caid for this view that ‘rules laid down for
quite apart fion disputes. Fules that

be made out on the same type of
as to convenience of

ok to disputes so much ! :
jﬁﬂmﬂﬁasﬁ;. l{!J“h.ulr:s as t::-pf'encing elevator shaft_s look primarily to
avoiding not disputes, but injuries. And indeed it ma}'lprupcﬂy .br:
said that as civilization grows more complex th-:.:re is a widening shice
of law in which disputes as such sink out of sight, and the Lfl:\c'.us of
law becomes the arrangement or rearrangement of business or
conduet to get things done more guickly, more c?s:!y, more saf::ly. ¥
All of this, however, goes not so much to the importance of ‘rules
as to the mon-exclusive importance of dispuies. W’hethcr_ about
disputes, or about when wills are valid, or about the form for income
tax reports, we come back always to one common feamrf:: The main
thing is what officials are going to do. And so to my mind the main
thing is seeing what officials do, do about disputes, or about anything
else; and seeing that there is a certain regularity in their doing — a
regularity which makes possible prediction of what they and other

officials are about to do tomorrow . . .
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