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“Indeed, current trends in the institutionalization of court-con‘nected mediation
are challenging courts and mediation advocates to clarify the meaning of "self-
determinationﬁ" and to develop effective mechanisms to protect it. If mediation
advocates and courts fail to develop these mechanisms, the concept of self-
determination will become a largely irrelevant relic from the early days of the
contemporary? mediation movement. On the other hand, if courts and
mediation adv|ocates act now to define and protect self-determination,
mediation may yet become a process that is qualitatively different and better
than the traditional dispute resolution processes found within the %:ourts."
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