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*...Maimonides, like others in the Platonic tradition, founds his conception of the 16
legitimating principle of legal authority on a broad coneept of the general human
wellare, rather than on the far narrower basis used by Hobbes, say, or
Machiavells, or Locke... While it is convenient 1o speak of this broad view of the
function of law as Platonic .. Maimonides is indubitably correct in calling it the
Biblical view ... keeping with the principle, Maimonides can synthesize Plato’s
normative notion of the law’s role in creating the conditions for human
sell-perfection with the Biblical intent as revealed by his own analysis™
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